Middle and high school students participating in after-school and summer research experiences in the Earth and space sciences are invited to participate in AGU's Bright Students Training as Research Scientists (Bright STaRS) program. The Bright STaRS program provides a dedicated forum for these students to present their research results to the scientific community at AGU's Fall Meeting, where they can also learn about exciting research, education, and career opportunities in the Earth and space sciences. During an organized lunch after their poster session, students had an opportunity to mingle with 17 AGU Fellows and nearly 30 students from Minorities Striving and Pursuing Higher Degrees of Success in Earth System Science (MS PHD'S) as well as listen to welcoming remarks by AGU president Mike McPhaden and graduate student Solomon Seyum, who discussed his path from community college to graduate school. Following lunch, some of the students chose to participate in a new shadowing program, where they visited scientific sessions and posters with Fellows and MS PHD'S students. Others opted to visit the academic showcase exhibitors to learn more about educational opportunities in the Earth and space sciences by visiting booths on academic programs at different universities and attending poster sessions. This year's Bright STaRS program will build on last year's successes, and we are working toward including even more deserving middle and high school students. For
